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Come celebrate with us Sunday, September 14 

 

Special Message 

from Bishop Cho 

 

Reception after 

11:00 a.m. service 
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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

On Sunday, September 14 we will conclude our year-long celebration of the 
50th anniversary of the relocation of Williamsburg UMC from Duke of Gloucester 
Street to 500 Jamestown Road. Bishop Young Jin Cho, the presiding bishop of the 
Virginia Conference, will be our guest preacher for both worship services. This year 
has given us an opportunity to celebrate and reflect on the mission of our church – 
where we have been and where God is leading us. I remember as a teenager 
watching the old Mission Impossible series on TV that opened with this now fa-
mous line:  “Good morning, Mr. Phelps. Your mission, Jim, should you choose to 
accept it...This tape will self-destruct in five seconds. Good luck, Jim.” Jesus’ mis-
sion for the church – should we accept it – has always been: “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age.” Our mission hasn’t changed in 2,000 years. The signs of our mission 
are all around us, but most particularly in the sanctuary itself.  

The sanctuary we are in today was opened for worship fifty years ago on August 30, 1964. In this sanctuary 
are many symbols that make bold statements about our mission as a church. There is the Celtic cross above our 
altar; the signs of the risen Lord Jesus Christ on our paraments; the baptismal font and Christ candle; the altar 
on which the bread and cup of the Lord are consecrated and where the multitudes are fed the Bread of Life; the 
prominent pulpit and lectern from which the Word of God is read and preached. But the most powerful symbol is 
one you may least expect – it is the aisle of the church sanctuary! The church’s worship and witness take place 
in the aisles of the church – the runway between God’s altar and God’s world. 

For many people at Williamsburg UMC the sanctuary aisle is the place where we began our walk in Christian 
Baptism. The aisle is where you walked with your parents to receive Holy Communion. The aisle is where you 
walked with fellow confirmands to the chancel to affirm the faith into which you were baptized. The aisle is 
where you walked to be joined in the Covenant of Christian Marriage and promised to walk together in Christ all 
your earthly days. The aisle is where your loved ones were led by the pastor to the front of the altar for their 
service of Death and Resurrection. How many hundreds of Christians have been baptized, confirmed, married, or 
buried since our congregation began using this aisle 50 years ago, or at our former locations since our congre-
gation was founded in 1772?  How many saints of God have traveled this aisle, Sunday after Sunday, as they 
have entered to worship and then left to be witnesses? 

But the aisle of the church doesn’t begin or end at the altar. During the week, the church isn’t here; the 
aisles of the sanctuary become the sidewalks where you and I go about our mission as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
The aisle of the church sanctuary leads us to the streets where the church as the scattered people of God be-
come the gospel of our Lord. The Gospel needs hands and feet, says the apostle Paul. The good news of Jesus 
needs to be put in action.  

The pastors of our congregation and its hundreds of 
dedicated lay folk through these past 50 years have 
been a witness to the love of God by doing the works of 
the Gospel in our little places at home and at work, in 
the community, and corporately as a congregation. 
That’s still our mission for the next 50 years – should we 
choose to accept it. There’s an old story of a man who 
attended a silent Quaker meeting, not knowing anything 
about Quaker spirituality. He grew increasingly puzzled 
because everyone just sat there, not saying a word. Fi-
nally, growing impatient, he turned to the person next 
to him and whispered, “When does the service begin?” 
To which the whispered reply came back: “When we 
leave!” That’s food for thought. 
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Senior Pastor’s Bible Study 
The Book of Revelation 

 

The book of Revelation is widely regarded as the most confusing book in the Bible. The book is chock-full 
of strange visions, eerie sounds, and jolting images. Wild-eyed interpreters have offered curious interpreta-
tions of the future, turning to Revelation and neglecting the rest of the Bible. This over-eager emphasis on 
the future, particularly the “end times” has left a bad taste in the mouths of many people. It has made some 
people afraid of the future that they might not make it to heaven or worse yet that they might be “left be-
hind” to face a cataclysmic end to the world. Revelation, however, was never meant to be a blue print for 
some uncertain future, but to give hope for a troubled world. In that regard, the book of Revelation may also 
be one of our great undiscovered treasures. The God who wonderfully made this 
world is not going to abandon it to destruction, but seeks to transform it to be-
come the creation God intended from the beginning.  Join us for a study of this 
fascinating book of the Bible that just may reveal to us the truth of God’s vision 
for the world.  

Our 14-session study of Revelation begins on Wednesday, September 3 in Fel-
lowship Hall at 7:00 p.m. and is repeated on Thursday mornings, beginning Sep-
tember 4 at 10:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Our study of Revelation will conclude 
on December 10 & 11. 

Bob and Letty Geiger brought their 1963 
Cadillac Fleetwood beauty to Respite for a fun 
afternoon of reminiscing and story-telling.  The 
smiles were priceless as we checked things out 
under the hood! 

Respite  
Benefit 

Luncheon 
Tickets on 
Sale Now 

 

 

Tickets are 
now on sale for Respite’s Benefit Luncheon, catered by 
Carrabba’s.  The festive annual event will be held at 
WUMC on Wednesday, October 8 at 11:30 a.m. and in-
clude Chicken Marsala, pasta, salad, bread, iced tea and 
dessert.  If 8-10 tickets are purchased, a table can be 
reserved for your group.  75% of the $18 ticket will ben-
efit Respite Care!   

See the WUMC office, Carolyn Yowell or Sharon Sams 
for tickets.  Please try to carpool to improve the parking 
situation.  Thank you for supporting Respite Care at 
WUMC.  Only 225 tickets available. 

Classic Car visits Respite 

Respite News 
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Thoughts from Kay 
 

By Associate Pastor Kay Barré 

 

In light of recent deaths by suicide, I was looking for a way to reflect theologically on this 
topic, but in my research I found the following article.  It says so well what I wanted to, that 
this month rather than writing myself, I’d like to share the following with you: 

 

Thoughts on depression, suicide and being a Christian.  By Nish Weiseth 

My particular method was going to be a deadly concoction of narcotic pain pills. I had about 
50 or so of them, all different types, all different shapes, all bright white. Some of them piled up 
and over each other, some of them stuck to the sweaty skin of my hand, some nestled into the 
crevices of my cupped palm. But they were all there. I didn't count how many were in my hand, 
but it was enough.  

I had my back against the side of the bathtub, I could feel the cold tile through the seat of 
my pajama pants. My newborn son slept soundly in his bassinet on the other side of the bath-
room door - he was snuggled in tightly with a new baby blanket. I had bought it not long ago, 
knowing it would be a bit colder at night next to the glass of the bedroom window.  

I believed all the lies that depression was whispering violently in my ears - it's better this 
way. I'm a burden on everyone around me. Rowan was better off with a different mother, one 
who could handle it. Erik wouldn't have to deal with his crazy wife anymore.  

I believed every single one of those things. Because that's what depression does - it corners 
you at times when you are most vulnerable, it waits until you're alone with nothing but your 
own thoughts and it is merciless in its attack on you. It locks you up in the dark and makes sure 
you can't see the light.  

Depression is a clinically-diagnosed mental illness. It's also a relentless and evil 
**********. It's not selfish to struggle with depression. It's not a lack of understanding about 
God and his creation. It's not something to be ashamed of.  

Call it what you want - God's grace, luck, fate - but when I was sitting on the tile in my 
bathroom almost 5 years ago, I saw just a small sliver of light. Just enough to make me take a 
breath and look at the pills in my hand. It was enough for me to drop them and watch them 
scatter all over the cold floor. I still don't know what it was that opened my eyes and mind that 
night, but it was enough for me to not go through with swallowing them all.  

But, there are so many people, like the brilliant Robin Williams this week, who aren't grant-
ed that little sliver of light. The darkness enveloped them so tightly, the only way out was 
death. The only release was the loss of life altogether. The pain was too much, too unrelenting, 
too dark. When all you can see is complete and utter despair, there is no choosing. There's only 
one choice: Make it stop by whatever means necessary. And, like so many have seen, heard, 
witnessed and testified, when you've been swallowed into the vortex of depression for years 
and there's never been a relenting, there's never been a letting up of the pain? There's only one 
option.  

Those who don't struggle with depression, who don't feel the ongoing darkness, or even 
those who struggle with depression yet still get the occasional bursts of joy or light, they try to 
understand and make sense of it. Label it as selfish and the easy way out. Call the suicidal 
"cowards." But that's not the mind of a person in the grips of unrelenting darkness. When de-
pression corners you like that, it makes you believe that suicide is joy. Suicide is relief. And in 
some instances, it makes you think that suicide is a blessing or a gift to others. It can feel like 

(continued on next page) 

http://nishweiseth.com/blog/2014/8/thoughts-on-depression-suicide-and-being-a-christian
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the brave and noble thing to do. Like I said, depression is evil.  

But there's another kind of evil lurking around the halls of the depressed, and it's the belief 
that those who are stricken with depression (or any mental illness) are suffering because of 
their lack of faith in Jesus. "If only you'd pray for more joy," people say. "If only you'd ask God 
to take the pain."  Or, "Is there unresolved sin in your life?" Or how about this one, "If you'd 
just meditate more on God's Word..."  

Folks, saying someone is depressed or suicidal because they aren't praying enough, are self-
absorbed, sinful, or don't have a deep enough faith? It's abusive. And it needs to stop. Now.  

God does heal, absolutely He does. But sometimes, healing happens through good doctors, 
counselors, practitioners, and yes, medicine. God's grace can look like a sliver of light on the 
bathroom floor, but it can also look like a life-changing counseling session or the right combina-
tion of drugs to regulate your brain chemistry.  

Prayer and a deepening faith have helped many along the road to depression. But it doesn't 
always work out that way. It didn't for me. And you know what? That's okay. It doesn't make 
us any less of a Christian believer. It doesn't diminish our value in the eyes of God if we find His 
grace in our name printed on a pill bottle.  

And finally, as Christians, we should never be pointing our fingers at the hurting and calling 
them selfish. 

Rather, we should be looking at them with our eyes wide open and saying, "I'm here. You're 
not alone. Let's get help, together." 

(continued from previous page) 

50
th
 Anniversary Celebration 

September 14  
  

Please join us Sunday, September 14 when Bishop Cho will be with us 
for our culminating event to celebrate our church’s 50 Years on Jamestown 
Road. 

A reception with light refreshments will be held after the 11:00 a.m. wor-
ship service. In addition to Bishop Cho’s attendance, individuals important to 
the construction of the 1964 building will be recognized as well as previous 
pastors. Items from the church archives will be displayed and memories 
from church members will be shared. The WUMC 50th Anniversary Commem-
orative plates will also be for sale. 

If you would like to write about your experience and memories at 
WUMC, please see the flyer in the rack at the connection corner. A binder 
containing these written memories is being prepared and will be displayed in 
September and then placed in the church archives. 

Please join us for this unique celebration in the life of our church! 
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Williamsburg United Methodist Church Celebrates 

50 years on Jamestown Road!! 

The first time I entered the 
church, I immediately felt like I 

was home.  
 

— Bonnie Knizatko 

The church is  
my family. 

  

— Linda Upshaw  

I will never forget  
setting the cross on the 
new building; hundreds 
of people were there.  

 

— Philip Richardson  

We had good people that did 
good work; the Building  

Committee worked night and 
day for three years. We were 
very proud of what we did.  

 

— Baxter Carr 
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Williamsburg United Methodist Church Celebrates  

50 years on Jamestown Road!! 

The church has been a great place to grow as 
a couple and as a family. 

 

— Connie Watson 

We made many, many friends through the 
Adopt-A-Student program, some who are 

still close friends.  
 

— Mary Liz Sadler 

It does impress me the amount of work at 
this church, the number of people that meet 

here and how the church building is used  
during the week.  

 

— Robert Casey 

Over the years I have gotten to know a lot of 
wonderful people through Aldersgate Sunday 

School class. There are twelve couples that 
have been married more than sixty years. 

 

— Gene Mason  
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Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
September 2014 – UMW Circle Meetings 

The Silver Saints (50-plus) will have their annual Welcome Back Picnic at the 
Waller Mill Park on Wednesday, September 10 at noon.  We will meet at Shelter #4, 
and  there is parking close to the shelter. 

Please bring a dish to share and a $2.00 donation for the hamburgers, hotdogs 
and drinks.  Also, please bring a non-perishable food donation for FISH. 

All are welcome!  Call Loretta & Art Heezen (565-2518) if you have questions. 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday September 2 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.  Our speaker will be Ory 
Stefanic who will present a program on the Ukraine. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, September 2 at 1:30 p.m. in the Chambrel Activities Room.  The program will 
be about the United Methodist Women’s mission project---Alaska Child and Family Services of Anchorage, 
Alaska. 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, September 3 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.   Our guest speaker will be 
Susan Zickel.  The program will be “A Conversation with Martha Washington.” 
 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, September 8 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 309.   The speaker will be Mary Jo Ben-
nett who will talk about Human Trafficking. 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, September 8 at 10:30 a.m. in Room 309.  Members will be packaging vitamins 
for Peggy Hook to send to Honduras. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, September 9 at 1:00 p.m. in Church Den.  Our speaker will be Andy Glascott, 
Director of Youth Ministries. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, September 9 at 7:00 p.m., in Room 309.  Our guest speaker is Ellie 
Thuermer with a presentation on the history of table manners and a hands-on napkin folding demonstration.  
This will be especially meaningful, for it is in celebration of the elegant Membership Tea being held at the end 
of the month. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, September 16 at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Landing Main 
Building in Auditorium (on the kitchen side).   

 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

UMW Executive Board Meeting 
Monday, September 22 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 

 

UMW Membership Tea 
Sunday afternoon, September 28 from 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
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If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Please invite a potential Circle member.   All of our Circles are very welcoming.  Dress in whatever is  

pleasing to you . . . you may choose to be a Downton Abbey character, a vintage lady or a  

thoroughly  modern lady . . . anything goes.  We have planned an afternoon tea that we  

hope you will enjoy and find interesting.  A delicious menu will be served by Downton  

Abbey footmen.  Prizes will be given to the person best representing an Upstairs  

Character, a Downstairs Character, and a hat that is just glorious....and  

door prizes you don't want to miss.  Bring your smiles and be  

ready for a fun-filled afternoon. 

The  
Williamsburg United Methodist Women 

Cordially Invite You to  
The Downton Abbey Tea 

 

 
Sunday, September 28 at 3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Be sure to join us on 
September 21, in the Fel-
lowship Hall to learn more 
about and become in-
volved in the ministries of 
our church.  At this point, 
over 20 different ministry 
areas are working hard to 
create imaginative dis-
plays all designed to get 
you involved!  How are 
you serving the church? 

Ministry Fair: 

Faith Forward 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
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Thank You 
We want to thank you for all the prayers,  

cards, flowers, memorial service, reception and  
expressions of sympathy at the passing of  

Len Ringler.  
  

Lucy Ringler and family 

Opportunities in  

Christian Education 
 

Promotion Sunday is September 7.  Chil-
dren and Youth will move up to their new Sunday 
School classes. 

Christian Education Sunday is September 
28.  We will celebrate our teachers and ministry 
volunteers and present Bibles to our Third Graders. 

Visit the Ministry Fair on September 21 to 
learn more about Christian Education at WUMC! 

Sunday School meets every Sunday morning 
from 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.  There are classes for 
adults, youth and children.  Consult the church web-
site or Sunday bulletin for the study topics of each 
class. 

Adult Classes 

Aldersgate  Wesley Hall 
 

Bishop McKendree  Room 102 
 

Christian-Life Connections  Room 309 
 

Fellowship Class  Room 103 
 

The Gathering  Room 206 
 

Marvin Willard Bible Study Class  Room 174 
 

Searchers  Room 171 
 

World Religions  Room 101 

Children's Classes 

Nursery  Room 203 
 

Preschool and Pre-K  Room 207 
 

Kindergarten and First Grade  Room 201 
 

Second and Third Grades  Room 302 
 

Fourth and Fifth Grades  Room 301 

How Are You Doing With 
Your Prayer Life? 

 

This has been a very busy summer for most of 
us.  How have you succeeded in keeping your pray 
life intact?   It really does take effort to “find time” 
to pray, but if you start on a regular basis, you’ll 
find you feel as though “something is missing” if 
you don’t have your prayer time.  

Daniel Wolpert in his book When You Pray 
states that “prayer practice is just that: practice.  It 
is taking time to learn how to listen for God.  It is 
taking time to see the hand of God at work in our 
lives.  We need to take this time because this listen-
ing, this seeing are difficult tasks . . .  Prayer prac-
tice is the art of setting aside our own individual 
desires to seek the desire that God has placed on 
our heart.  It is becoming aware of the distractions 
of our minds and then letting them go, and as we 
repeat the disciplines over time, become more 
skilled at seeing God in all that we do.” 

Fall, a beautiful time of the 
year is approaching.  Let 
each of us determine to set 
aside a special time each 
day to meet our God and 
have time with Him and for 
prayer.  Chances are you’ll 
find that your day . . . and 
your life will be better. 
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What’s New in Children’s Ministry? 

Camp Supplies Delivered! 
On Saturday, August 9, Bev Tressler and Cindy Banek joy-

fully delivered camping supplies to the All God’s Children 
Camp at Westview on the James, north of Richmond.  These 
supplies were purchased in part with funds raised by the chil-
dren of our Vacation Bible School.  The remainder of the items 
were purchased by generous members of our congregation.  
With such awesome support, we were able to provide bed-
ding, blankets, pillows, towels, toiletries, laundry bags and 
ponchos for twenty young elementary-aged girls. All God’s 
Children Camp is sponsored by the Virginia Annual Conference 
for children of incarcerated parents.  Thank you to all who 
contributed to make this project so successful! 

Children’s Church is Now “The Worship Place!” 
Children’s Church is changing its format to help more kids encounter God in powerful ways! 

We are also changing our name to “The Worship Place” - a place where kids' lives will be 
transformed through amazing worship, unforgettable Bible adventures and powerful prayer ex-
periences.  Beginning Sunday, September 7, “The Worship Place” will happen after the Moment 
of Teaching at the 11:00 a.m. service in room 207 and will be open to all children ages 4-years-
old through third grade.   

“Hands of Hope” Returns! 
Great news for all who were missing our children’s missions group.  “Hands of Hope” is back!  

For children in third through fifth grades, your group will meet twice monthly on Sunday after-
noons at 4:00 p.m. beginning October 5.  See the October newsletter and weekly church bulletins 
and e-notes for further information. 
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Library News 
It’s back to school time for students of all ages with many Sunday School classes kicking 

off new studies this month.  Book and Bible studies are also resuming and the church library 
has just the “right stuff” to enhance your particular study.  In our Resource Room there are 
numerous versions of the Bible, 5 excellent sets of commentaries, several concordances, 
Bible dictionaries and topical reference works.  In addition, within the main collection and 
on the new book shelf you’ll find atlases, Bible surveys and studies on Christian history, the-
ology, individual books and men and women of the Bible.  With such a wealth of infor-
mation at your fingertips, you’ll want to take advantage of the comfortable setting and quiet 
atmosphere of our Resource Room to peruse the materials and make your selections. 

Right around the corner the children have their own treasure trove of books.  See how 
Kevin and his friends handle DOUBLE-DIP FEELINGS, Salma and Lily bring people to-
gether in THE SANDWICH SWAP, Mouse learns to be thankful when IT COULD HAVE 
BEEN WORSE, and HOW ROCKET LEARNED TO READ.  For those just starting school, 
check out LOOK OUT KINDERGARTEN, HERE I COME and THE KISSING HAND.  Stop 
in soon to check out these and the many other colorful gems just waiting for you to discov-
er. 

 

 “I would be most content if my children grew up to be the kind of people who think  
decorating consists mostly of building enough bookshelves.”   

 --  Anna Quindlen 

It’s the second year for The Creator’s Kids: Artists in Training art ministry 
program!  We are going to continue to study the world of art through the 
eyes of God’s creation.  In each monthly session we will create a whole new 
series of  projects.  We will also have lessons and discussions about the tech-
niques and ideas involved all through a study of God’s Word and other sacred 
inspirations.  Our first session will be held Wednesday, September 24 from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Room 303. Each following session will be held every 
third Wednesday of each month through May 2015.  Once again we will hold 
an art show at the conclusion of the program to share all of the wonderful art 
that we will have made.    All children aged Kindergarten and above are wel-
come to participate as well as youth and adults who are interested in joining 
us.   

The Creator’s Kids: Artists in Training  

For more information, contact Michelle Johnson at johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com or (912-2193).  

We hope you’ll join us! 

mailto:johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com
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Worth every minute of sleep I didn’t get 
 

 

A wise man once said “take up your cross and follow me”. I’m not sure if 
when he said it Jesus meant “willingly become sleep deprived, get woken up 
by enthusiastic camp staff and forget about your usual amount of caffeine/
chocolate to keep you going” when he said it though. And after over 80 re-
treats/events/mission trips etc. with youth groups you’d think I would know 
better. I do know better. 

You see, those trips are priceless, and given the opportunity to go on 
one I’ll say yes quicker than you can book the minivan. You just can’t beat or 
recreate that “something” about the atmosphere or setting or teaching or 
conversation or game or worship time or whatever that happens on those 
trips away. I could write pages on this summer’s trip to the Jeremiah Project, 
but won’t. Instead, come and hear all about it, not from me but from the rest 
of the team, the young people you prayed for while we were away. Look out 
for us on Sunday, September 7 giving out invitations, but don’t worry if you 
don’t get an invitation, you’re still welcome. Yes, at times Jeremiah Project 

was hard work, but definitely worth every minute of sleep I didn’t get. Come and hear the story. 
 

*** Book the Date:  Youth Missions Pot Luck *** 

Sunday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Look out for us too that Sunday morning at the ministry fair. Yes, we’ll be looking for some people to join 
our growing team, but I won’t be asking (at the ministry fair) for you to sign up for sleep deprivation. I will be 
asking though for people to help with some one-off events like car washes and some regular events such as 
taking the register or providing snack suppers for youth group.  

When Jesus said “take up your cross and follow me”, I think he was also saying “get out of your comfort 
zone, do the seemingly difficult and I’ll meet you there.” I know I’ve met Jesus countless times in the eyes 
and souls of hundreds of teenagers over the years and many times already here at WUMC. Are you willing to 
take up that cross? If so, I’ll walk with you and together we’ll meet Jesus amongst our inspiring youth.  

Grace, Peace and Discomfort, 

Andy 

United Methodist Men will kick off the 2014-2015 year by having a breakfast meeting on Saturday, Sep-
tember 6 at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Our speaker will be Fiona Van Gheen, Program Director of Literacy 
For Life, a vital community service for individuals needing English language 
skills. This includes people seeking employment or a better job. Volunteer tu-
tors are always needed for the program. All are welcome to attend the break-
fast as President/Chef Peter Morgan promises to serve a full breakfast. Please 
call Charles Skillman (258-4930) for reservations. 
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Save the Date … 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 8  
 

Join forces with the Global Outreach Committee in the fight against world 
hunger.  From 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. we’ll need 100 volunteers to package 
40,000 meals of rice with nutrients.   Your efforts will help to feed hungry 
children in feeding programs at schools, orphanages, and day care centers 
around the world or will help to feed those needing disaster relief.  This 
event is made possible in part by funding provided by the WUMC Endowment 
Fund.  

Kirk Mariner Sing-A-Long 

Returns 
 

Friday, September 12 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Back by Popular Demand!  Kirk Mariner is returning for another Sing-A-Long and fund-
raiser for Leonarda’s Home of Hope.  Once again the Fellowship Hall is expected to be full, so come early to 
get your preferred seating and join us for a fun-filled evening.   

During the evening a donation will be collected to support the children at the Comunión H Orphanage in 
Limón, Honduras.  LHOH provides almost 100% of the financial support needed to feed, clothe, educate and 

help these precious children learn and grow into responsible adults.  Last year, 
with your generous support, over $9,000 was raised to complete the new 
home where the children live.  Now the task is to continue to provide the 
needed financial resources ($69,000 annually) for the on-going care needed 
for these 50+ children. 

Checks may be made payable to LHOH or Williamsburg United Methodist 
Church, either of which will provide you with the needed tax statement for 
your 2014 tax return.   
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Stephen Ministry 
 

Dr. Ken Haughk, who started Stephen Ministry 
in his church in 1985 stated, "Stephen Ministry em-

powers those receiving care.  It is a 
godsend to people facing a life dif-
ficulty, because they don't have to 
face it alone."  Please contact one 
of the pastors for a referral if you 
feel the need for a Stephen Minis-
ter. 

Global Outreach News 
 

As we watch the news of the outbreak of Ebola in West Africa and keep those affected in our prayers, 
many in this congregation immediately think of covenant missionaries, Nancy and Kip Robinson, in Sierra Le-
one.   More than 100 of us enjoyed their visit at a pot luck dinner on July 23.   After the evening in our Fel-
lowship Hall, Kip sent this message, “We are still talking about the overwhelming welcome we received from 
so many of the Williamsburg folks who turned out to hear our story...and of course eat together as well. Nan-
cy says it was like she had never left! Williamsburg's support of mission and outreach is almost legendary in 
the Virginia Conference and your covenants with us continue a legacy of assistance that few other churches 
can match. Thank you so much!” 

In addition, Nancy asked that we share this addendum:  “The number of ordained ministers is more than 
I shared when I was with you.  We have ninety ordained ministers out of 250 pastors in the conference...the 
balance are lay pastors, evangelists, and head teachers serving as local pastors. I train church leaders and 
the evangelists and local pastors. To be ordained in the Central Confer-
ences one must obtain a Bachelor of Theology degree which is offered at 
the Ecumenical School of Theology and Church Leadership Training Center 
in Freetown. I work closely with the Dean of Students, Rev. Dr. Cooper, 
who writes the curriculum. A few pastors have attended Africa University 
and six pastors are currently working on their MA Theology at United Semi-
nary in Dayton Ohio.”  

Regarding the Ebola virus, Nancy says, “We didn't come home because 
of the Ebola, but now that we are here, we have been advised to wait until 
things settle down before returning.  The virus has spread all over Sierra 
Leone as I am sure you all have read in the papers.  There is so much to 
say, but for the most part, the government acted very late, and with the 
lack infrastructure, lack of awareness and education, lack of resources, and 
loyalty to traditional practices around death, things spread very quickly. 
The country just isn't equipped to handle this kind of medical crisis; how-
ever, they are really coming together now to do what they can.  So late, 
but God has His ways. Please keep the people of West Africa in your pray-
ers.”  

The Robinsons send an email newsletter periodically.   

Those who wish to keep up with their ministry can leave an email at nrobinson@umcmission.org.  

Save the Date!! 
 

Spaghetti Dinner 

Friday, October 24 

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

mailto:nrobinson@umcmission.org
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Early Childhood Music School News 
 

What is Project Outreach?  
 

In 1999, in response to the U.M. Bishop’s Initiative: All God’s Children, Cindy Freeman, 
Early Childhood Music School director, launched Project Outreach as a community out-
reach arm of the music school.  Currently, this program serves some 300 preschool chil-
dren in poverty and children with disabilities or developmental delays, providing them 
with 28 weeks of music-based learning in the comfort of their own classrooms.  Their 
teachers also receive training free-of-charge that enables them to continue using the 
songs and activities beyond the weekly group sessions taught by ECMS music specialists.   

ECMS is grateful for annual support of Project Outreach from the Local Outreach Com-
mittee in the amount of $1,200 – 2,000.  This year, Project Outreach has also received a 
grant of $1,500 from the WUMC Endowment Committee.  The remaining funds necessary 
to support the program’s $13,000 annual budget are raised through community grants, 
donations and numerous fund-raising events, including the annual Sweetheart Banquet.    

 

Why is Project Outreach important? 
 

In the words of Carol Justis, Education and Disabilities Coordinator for 
WJCC Head Start, “We consider our students and teachers to be blessed to 
have benefitted from such a marvelous program.  Through the music-based 
classes that ECMS provides, school readiness skills relative to language, cogni-
tion, physical, social and emotional development are supplemented and en-
hanced.  Thanks to your generosity, our partnership has proven beneficial to 
many young lives in the Williamsburg-James City County Community.”   

For further information about Project Outreach,  
contact Cindy Freeman (229-1771, x108) or cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org.         

Piano Dedication 
 

A brief service of dedication will be held on Sunday, September 
28 at 7:00 p.m. honoring the memorial gift of our new Steinway 
grand piano in the Fellowship Hall.  This gift in memory of beloved 
choir member Louis Junod was made possible by David T. Leighton, 
Louis' life-long friend.  This event will include several musical selec-
tions featuring the piano in solo and accompaniment to honor Lou-
is' 33 years of singing in this church's music ministry. 

mailto:cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org
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Williamsburg United Methodist Church  
Music Ministries Fall 2014 

 

We sing for an audience of One. 
 

Welcome to our list of Fall Music Ministry Offerings!  Below you will find descriptions of all 
the music ministry groups available for adults, youth and children.  We are planning for fall 2014 to be an 
exciting time in our church through a variety of interesting and accessible music selections with a broad ap-
peal.  Our number one goal this year is to sing/play for an audience of One.   

With that in mind, there is only one registration form for all adult choirs and ensembles and only one for 
all children and youth ensembles.  Registrants need only fill out one registration per person and 
check off all the groups in which you will participate.  Registrations can be found at 
www.williamsburgumc.org or on the table outside the choir Room (Room 114).   

For further information, contact:  Lou-Anne Smith (229-1771 x107 or lsmith@williamsburgumc.org), 
Tom Marshall (229-1771 x253 or oct4@aol.com) or Terri Osborne (229-1771 x359).  

Carol Choir:  A beginning choir for children in 
Kindergarten and 1st grade that rehearses on Sun-
day mornings from 10:30 a.m. - 10:50 a.m. in 
Room 173.  The Carol Choir sings several times per 
year.  Terri Osborne, Director. 

 

Wesley Choir:  An intermediate vocal choir for 
children in grades 2-5.  Wesley Choir rehearses 
Thursdays from 5:00 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. in Room 173.  
The Wesley Choir sings several times per semester.  
Terri Osborne, Director. 

 

Joyful Noise Ringers:  A chime/bell choir for 
students in grades 2-5.  Joyful Noise Ringers re-
hearses Thursday evenings from 6:00 p.m. - 6:45 
p.m. in Room 112 and rings several times per se-
mester.  Terri Osborne, Director. 

 

Canticles of Praise:  A vocal choir for students 
in middle and high school (grades 6-12).  Canticles 
Of Praise rehearses from 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. on 
Sunday afternoons in Room 173 and sings several 
times per semester.  Terri Osborne, Director. 

 

Bells of Praise:  A handbell choir for students 
in middle and high school (grades 6-12).  Bells Of 
Praise rehearses Sunday afternoons from 3:15 p.m. 
- 4:15 p.m. in Room 112.  Tom Marshall, Director.  

 

Sanctuary Choir:  A choir for high school stu-
dents, college students and adults who register to 
sing at either the 8:15 a.m. service or the 11:00 
a.m. service on Sunday mornings.  The Sanctuary 

Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings from 7:00 
p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room (Room 114) 
and/or the Sanctuary.   Lou-Anne Smith, Director. 

 

In Nomine Dei Ringers:  A bell choir for 
adults with beginning to intermediate skills.  Re-
hearses Tuesday mornings from 11:00 a.m. - noon 
in Room 112  and plays several times per year in 
worship.  Lou-Anne Smith, Director. 

 

Covenant Ringers:  A bell choir for advanced 
ringers of all ages.  Covenant Ringers rehearses 
Tuesday afternoons from 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. in 
Room 112.  Tom Marshall, Director 

 

Sanctuary Orchestra:  An orchestra for ad-
vanced youth, college students and adults.  The or-
chestra rehearses Monday afternoons from 5:15 
p.m. - 6:00 p.m. in Room 114 and plays in worship 
several times per year.  Lou-Anne Smith, Director 

 

Handel’s Messiah:  For advanced youth, col-
lege students and adults from the church and com-
munity.  Singers must attend the three Sunday 
evening rehearsals on November 16, 23, and 30 
plus a rehearsal with orchestra on 
Thursday, December 4.  All rehears-
als are in the Sanctuary.   

The concerts will be Friday, De-
cember 5 at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, 
December 6 at 5:00 p.m..  A love 
offering is taken to support a local 
charity in Williamsburg. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:lsmith@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:oct4@aol.com
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Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 

spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

WUMC Endowment Fund Report 
 

The Endowment of Williamsburg United Methodist Church was established to provide members and 
friends of the church the opportunity to make charitable gifts that become a Permanent Endowment of the 
church.  Income from investments of the Permanent Endowment is to be used for purposes not funded 
through the annual operating budget of the church to supplement programs and ministries, assist with facility 
and capital related items, and other special purposes such as the Agape Fund. 

As of June 30, 2014 the Permanent Endowment had a total balance of $965,675. In 2014, the Endow-
ment Committee has approved requests for funding that include the following:  

The Endowment Committee strives to make the Endowment a living and integral part of WUMC. Please direct 
questions or comments to any member of the Endowment Committee. 
 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS:   

 

 

 Local Outreach Committee:  Approved 

funding of $500.00 to support deliveries of 
food for 130 families in need in the immedi-
ate area. 

 Global Outreach Committee:  Approved 

funding of up to $11,600.00 for A Stop Hun-
ger Now event to package 40,000 meals for 
global distribution. 

 Childrens Ministry:  Approved funding of 

$500.00 for expanding and enhancing Vaca-
tion Bible School. 

 Early Childhood Music School:  Approved 

$1,500.00 for Project Outreach, a ministry 
for at risk and developmentally challenged 
children in the area. 

 Communications, Discipleship and 

Christian Education:  Approved funding of 
$1,657.00 to upgrade audio-visual projection 
capability in Wesley Hall. 

 WUMC Trustees:  Approved funding of 

$7,500.00 for the repair of the Atrium roof. 

Wayne Durboraw 

Art Grant 

Bill Hill 

Randy Casey-Rutland 

Judy Craft 

Hal Curtis 

Bill Jones 

Joe Meadows 

Ed Overton 

Linda Rhodes 

Phil Richardson 

Donna Smith  

Bob Spencer 

George White 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers  
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 
away during the month 

of August: 

Jennifer Boatright,  
daughter of Jim & Gloria Boatright 

 

James W. “Bill” Lindsay 
 

Ted Putnam 

given in memory of Owen Quinton Niehaus from 

given in memory of Patricia Ann Going from 

Memorial Giving  

 Ms. Astrida Bishop 

 Mr. & Mrs. Rob Caples 

 Colonial Heritage Neighbors 

 Mr. & Mrs. William Connick, Jr 

 Mr. & Mrs. Frank Friedland 

 Pat & Cap Lovelace 

given in honor of Bob & Louise Canfield from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Crone 

Honorarium Giving  

Real Help for  
Deep Hurt . . . GriefShare 

 

Beginning September 10 at 5:00 p.m., continu-
ing Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. 

GriefShare is an ongoing grief support and re-
covery group, a special seminar for people grieving 
the loss of someone close.  It may be hard for you 
to feel optimistic about the future right now.  If 
you’ve lost a spouse, child, family member or 
friend, you’ve probably found that there are not 
many people who understand the deep hurt you 
feel.  That’s why GriefShare may be right for you or 
someone you love.   

Each session is self-
contained—you will find 
encouragement and help 
whenever you begin.  
Every session includes a 
video, small group dis-
cussion time, and time to 
learn about the experi-
ences of others and 
share your own.   

Please join us for the 
next GriefShare session! 

given in memory of Leonard “Len” E. Ringler 
from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Francis Norsworthy, Jr 

given in memory of Betty Mitchell Swiggett from 

 Ms. Evelyn Dawkins 

 Ms. Jean Huptich 

given in memory of Phyllis Varner from 

 Mrs. Judy Brown 

given in memory of Nellie Mae Culpepper Sykes 
from 

 Mrs. Judy Brown 

 Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Simpson 
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The Pastors of Williamsburg United Methodist Church 

Carlton Printess 
Minnick Jr. 

1967 - 1973 

David Hammond 
Smith 

1981 - 1989 

Steve Reilly  
Jones 

2005 - 2008 

John Wesley 
Newman 

1963 - 1967 

Howard Robertson 
Peters 

1973 - 1976 

Douglas Kennedy 
Wilson 

1993 - 1997 

Matthew Williamson 
Jones IV 

2010 - Present 

James Ray 
Driscoll 

2008 - 2010 

Lester David 
Nave 

1976 - 1981 

John Trenton 
Martin Jr. 

1989 - 1993 

Kirk Chapman 
Mariner 

1997 - 2005 


